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5.0 Thesis Closing 

 Planetary-scale computation, and The Stack as made possible by and as a design for it, 

are the “accident” of the co-determining advancement of global information systems and 

technology. As such, they are directly manifest of the modern/colonial world system and 

inherently related to the causes of industrialization as human force-what the highly contested 

term and epoch the anthropocene refers to. The wrapping of the planet in and by computational 

technology induces a new and immaterial realm on top of concurrent materialities determined by 

more traditional parameters such as bio-geo-and geontopolitics, such as earth, body, water, and 

air. The Stack does not discount or act as an alternative to these categories. Instead, it at once 

complicates them by additionally, and I argue, alternatively, constituting them through 

technological computation as data. This levels, but does not reduce or equate, the relations of the 

inorganic and organic, inhuman and human. It also more accurately represents the confusion of 

lines and layers of jurisdiction. The interconnectivity of these issues is through their historical 

development as global frameworks of being and sovereignty.  

 In this thesis, I have tried to bring to fore the weight of the immaterial turn as the 

contemporary moment and gap in eras. In my first chapter, I analyzed planetary-scale 

computation, its formation of cyberspace, and The Stack as a current architecture for it. I did so 

with the theories and discourses of modernity/coloniality and the anthropocene. I exposed this 

gap as an opening for inhuman and human temporalities, spatialities, and ontological 

reformations within these multiplicities and their computational interoperability. Their 
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interoperability is not a reduction of being or communication to data, but a displacement of the 

singular narrative of user subject.  

 My case studies exemplify the effects of planetary-scale computation in which relations 

between user entities as an emergence within interfaces and the Stack as computational 

infrastructure at large. These relations are neither an affirmation of being-entity as life or 

material, nor a reduction of life or being to a machinic or immaterial exchange. Bratton argues 

that “…the [User agent] of an important but partial agency within many larger and small 

apparatuses at once…” (Bratton, The Stack SS, 348). To push this idea, my case studies of Pig 

Simulator and Home reveal different scenes of becoming-user. They do not propose a ‘better 

“sovereign unit” of …[the User subject] assembly’ the world-and-life-making structures within 

planetary-scale computation (Bratton, The Stack SS, 347-8). Rather, they work through the 

ontological effects and necessity of complicating the development of subjectivity. They 

complicate this development as an emergent act with other immaterial and material entities and 

multiplications of the self.  

 Conceptions of being must reorient away from subjecthood in order to conceive of a 

more specific and global, immaterial and material, politics required by the merging of the 

immaterial realm and constitution, and, as a critical infrastructural reality, and the site for the 

future. The relations between ontological reorientations that deal with this merging in my objects 

aim to help avoid the mode of conquering in the affordances of the platform of the Stack as 

global infrastructure. As well, they are an attempt to help in avoiding the potential for 

perpetuating “…[the accommodation, reproduction, and fortification of]…the placebo identity of 

a resolved Vitruvian User” (Bratton, The Stack SS, 347-8).  
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 Throughout my thesis, I have been inclined to call this gap an immaterial-turn, even 

though it is more accurately the effect of an immaterial addition for a reconstitution of being and 

the organization of power. This overlaying is of the immaterial, as well as merging of immaterial 

within the material. I continue the use of immaterial-turn in that it must be felt as such. The 

immaterial must turn our conception of being: from our constitution in its most raw with other 

actors and ourselves as manifest by it. Herndon demonstrates this in the engaging with her 

multiplication of self as an ongoing emergence through her datafication as personal and 

interfacial constitution. In Herndon’s video this has specifically political consequences, as the 

interfacial constitution of the Cloud platforms permits them to act in ways that offend her 

constitution. The former point arises in the experience of Pig Simulator, letting current User 

subjects possibly find confidence in the immaterial force to turn user entity. It does so by its 

nonsubject and nonnarrative path that creates a pool of self-reflexive reactions of having been 

displaced is crucial. I remain strong in conceiving this gap as one in which the immaterial must 

turn into the forming era ahead. But, I do so in the hope that it will not by the same moniker of 

the anthropocene as I argued in my first chapter by way of Yusoff. That is, its nomination 

simultaneously permitting the introduction of the inhuman to the anthropocentric world. But, in 

its birth it determines the inhuman as both a failure to serve human geologically as well as act as 

the proper rival “we” once thought it was; as well as “…refuting the basic architectures of 

thought that structure that space (where humanity is used as a term of erasure of material and 

political forms of differentiation)” (Yusoff, 7).  

 The conception of a post-anthropocene as an end in material territory and subsumption of 

the world into an information-based immaterial global infrastructure, is both the success and 

failure of the universalized human-subject, world-and-life-maker. We must permit ourselves to 
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take embodiment within the architecture that realizes its emergence, to keep in motion the 

emergence of its multiplicities as world-and-life-constituting. This may never entail a detailed 

“sovereign unit,” but instead the incorporation of local-global, discrete immaterial and material 

and overlapping realities within world-and-life-making infrastructures as a way to keep an 

unmasterable yet operable narratives.  

 Becoming-user frames dissolution of the insularity of the anthropocentric and modern 

subject of man, conquering and making exteriorities. This is not an inherently embodied 

dissolution, and reasons for why the affectspheres of both Pig Simulator and Herndon are 

significant to exposing and reinforcing the relationality of the immaterial and material merging. 

Pig Simulator creates an experience of leaving the expectancy of subjecthood and world-maker 

to being a non-subject without a mastery, becoming a user agent on a platform. This is not just 

one among many, but constituted by other entities.  

 Alternatively, Home approaches becoming from an institutional, life-making vantage 

point, in which she legitimizes the reality of her deeply intertwined immaterial and material 

multiplication of herself. She becomes one and multiple with her data from her intimate, life-

constituting movements. The affectspheres are formed by very different agencies but both create 

a connection between the immaterial and material discrete yet multiple self, by and through 

interoperating on a platform interface with other entities. 

 In his critique of Judith Butler’s Notes Towards a Performative Theory of Assembly, 

media theorist Mackenzie Wark argues the limits of traditional determinations of politics. Wark 

problematizes Butler’s call for differentiated human bodies to be seen as subjects. In inscribing 

embodied-subjects, her call remains within the constitution of the human body as world-subject. 
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And, in turn, inhibits infrastructure (and the inhuman broadly) as an agent from being anything 

but in the service of supporting and realizing the (differentiated) human bodies.  

 I suggest that Pig Simulator and Home act out what Wark describes as “…the capacity to 

interrupt the temporality and narrative coherence of virtual geography” (Wark). It is crucial that 

we have objects to look to for new cultural narratives, which engage an affective embodiment as 

user entity without becoming a User subject. And, it is crucial that these are narratives that retain 

multiplicities (inhuman and human) in their manifestation, by way of interface design (not 

through self-reflective surfaces of pop platform GUIs) and its acute relationship with 

infrastructures at large. In the immaterial turn, planetary-scale computation may organize and be 

organized by design-as-infrastructure, without conquering for human-subject.  

 Organizing the information as world-making and life-making drives down to the 

interfaces of their translation. This is not to co-exist, or be co-operative, but as inter-constituting. 

This is not a discussion of the multitude as body politic, but specifically repositioning what 

mandates incorporation based on current realities and incongruent legalities. This is a big turn 

and request, but it is possible as it is already acted every day (it is specifically emphasized in 

Home). Where Bratton talks about The Black Stack as the generic holder for the design that may 

take shape from the current Stack (or as he also says it might be obliterated completely), the 

contemporary moment and future is indeed on a planetary scale. And, it is being organized in a 

certain way still based on universalized conception of subjectivities that have procured it as a 

demise and failure (i.e. the anthropocene). The orientations of self and body constitutions must 

be reconstituted with and by the inhuman and infrastructural.  

 These implications of linking a body as a user entity in emergence with other user-

entities, and in emergence with the not yet orchestrated by computational infrastructures, are 
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dependent to their focus. I think of discourses such as Jane Bennett’s vital materialism or ethics 

of technology (for example, this is a whole department at TU Delft). What orients my questions 

of “what next,” are ongoing developments like Facebook’s solar-powered high altitude drone 

that will reportedly “deliver internet connectivity to the remotest populated corners of the Earth” 

for up to 3 month-long flights (Gallagher). So much of this creation cannot just fall in discourse 

of philosophy or ethics or technology or inhuman agency. This must be considered within the 

meta-field of its reach, of the how and who are determining planetary-scale design-as-

infrastructure. Facebook’s “delivery” of the internet via planetary-resources and reach, creates 

new territories within the universalizing paradigm of modernity/coloniality. This is the current 

future. 
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